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Executive Summary 





























































Q.1a I would like to become more involved 
in my child's education but I do not know 
how. 
1 5 4 7 4    21 
 4.76% 23.81% 19.05% 33.33% 19.05%     
Q.1b I believe my child's school 
teacher/staff has my child's best interest in 
mind, related to his/her education. 
0 1 10 8 2    21 
 0.00% 4.76% 47.62% 38.10% 9.52%     
Q.1c I believe education is the teacher's 
job, not the parents'. 10 9 1 1 0    21 
 47.62% 42.86% 4.76% 4.76% 0.00%     
Q.1d I feel it is best to stay away from my 
child's school and let the teacher do his/her 
job. 
9 12 0 0 0    21 
 42.86% 57.14% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%     































 Total Responses 
Q.2a How often do you talk with your 
child's teacher in person, or through letter, 6 8 5 2 0 0 0  21 
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phone or email? 
 28.57% 38.10% 23.81% 9.52% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%   
Q.2b How often do you talk with your child 
about his/her school performance? 10 8 2 1 0 0 0  21 
 47.62% 38.10% 9.52% 4.76% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%   
Q.2c How often do you praise your child's 
school performance? 11 6 4 0 0 0 0  21 
 52.38% 28.57% 19.05% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%   
Q.2d How often do you attend school 
sponsored events, conferences, or open 
houses? 
0 1 6 4 2 1 0  14 
 0.00% 7.14% 42.86% 28.57% 14.29% 7.14% 0.00%   


























Q.3 Do you feel your child is getting a good 
education? 2 13 6 0     21 
 9.52% 61.90% 28.57% 0.00%      















Q.4 How would you compare your school 
experience to your child's experience? 10 8 3      21 
 47.62% 38.10% 14.29%       








































































  Total Responses 
Q.5 Which of the following is true about 
your child's school (check all that apply) 13 15 16 12 16 7    79 
 16.46% 18.99% 20.25% 15.19% 20.25% 8.86%    



































  Total Responses 
Q.6 Check any reasons you are unable to 
attend school events (check all that apply) 1 5 8 9 5 4    32 
 3.13% 15.63% 25.00% 28.13% 15.63% 12.50%    




























  Total Responses 
Q.7 How often do you think you would 
attend school events if the obstacles in your 
life were removed? 
9 10 0 0 0 0    19 
 47.37% 52.63% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%    





































   Total Responses 
Q.8 What is your education level? 2 5 7 4 3    21 
 9.52% 23.81% 33.33% 19.05% 14.29%     

























Q.9 What are the ages of your school age 
children? 10 7 12      29 
 34.48% 24.14% 41.38%       






      
Total 
Responses 
Q.10 Does your child receive free or 
reduced lunch? 15 6       21 
 71.43% 28.57%        





































































         
 
2. How often do you do the following things? 


























           
 
 
3. Do you feel your child is getting a good education? 
 
   All of the time  
   Most of the time  
   Sometimes  
   Never   
4. How would you compare your school experience to your child's experience? 
 
   Better  
   Same  
   Worse   
5. Which of the following is true about your child’s school (check all that apply).  
 
   I feel welcomed when I go to the school  
  Teacher/staff wants my child to succeed  
  I feel comfortable asking questions of teachers/staff  
  Teachers/staff are respectful to students  
  Teachers/staff are respectful to parents  
  The school handles problems within the school right away 
 
 
6. Check any reasons you are unable to attend school events (check all that apply). 
 
   No interest  
   Childcare  
   Transportation 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   Work schedule  
   Family obligations  
   Other    Please specify: 
 
 
7. How often do you think you would attend school events if the obstacles in your life 
were removed? 
 
   Weekly  
   Monthly  
   1x/school year  
   2x/school year  
   Rarely 
 
   Never 
 
 
8. What is your education level? 
 
   Some high school  
   High school diploma  
   Some college  
   College degree  
   Graduate degree  
 
9. What are the ages of your school age children? 
 
   Elementary School  
   Middle School  
   High School 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10. Does your child receive free or reduced lunch? 
 
   Yes  
   No 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Appendix B  Focus Group Questions F2 discussion: Can you tell me about your personal experience in elementary, middle school and/or high school?  Is your child having similar/different experiences?  F3 discussion:  What has been your experience talking with school staff, teachers, and counselors about your child’s school performance?  F4 discussion:  Thinking about the parent/teacher relationship, do you think the teacher should make the first contact?  If yes, what format: letter home, phone call, email, home visit, conference, open house?  How often should the teacher initiate contact during the school year?  When should the parent contact the teacher/school?  F4 discussion: What do you view as the role of the teacher?  Parent?  I am going to list roles and ask you to assign either teacher, parent or both: Educator, Disciplinarian, Coach, Encourager, Enforcer  F7 discussion:  What could the schools do to increase your attendance at school events?   
Suggestions only if lack of response: when is a good time, giveaways, separate 
parents/childcare, non school location… 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F6 discussion:  Are you able to create a home environment that promotes, supports, encourages your child to do well in school?  Can you give examples?  Can you express what you’d like your home environment to be?  F1 discussion:  What kinds of support would you need from the school in order to become more involved? 
 30 
References Christianson, S. Parent‐teacher partnerships: Creating essential connections for children’s reading and learning. University of Minnesota. Liontos, L.B. (1992). At Risk Families & Schools‐ Becoming Partners. ERIC  Clearinghouse on Educational Management, College of Education, University of Oregon.  Chapter 6: Barriers and Misunderstandings, pp 24‐29. Washington, R., Venkateswaran, R., Simon, K., Friesz, K, Commers, C. (2007). North Side Minneapolis Public Schools: African American family involvement. Unpublished manuscript.
 31 
Acknowledgements This report was made possible through the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs  (CURA) which funded the graduate research assistant position that carried out the  research necessary for this report.  Special thanks also goes to the Minneapolis Parent Information Center Board of Directions for their help with the project and to the parents and grandparents who took the time to fill out or surveys and participate in our focus groups.  We could not have done it without you.                                       
